DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
from the Russian. In this controversy I knew only
little of the philological side of the question."
Here he placed the index finger of his right hand
on the palm of the left, as if he were tracing the
mistakes. "But the professor who taught the Czech
language, and who was an expert in these things,
compared the grammar of the genuine old Czech
manuscripts with this one and found that the
forger did not know the ancient Czech language.
That was decisive."
"You followed his opinion?"
"In the epic I recognised the abrupt style of our
modern times and knew that this could not possibly
be an ancient epic. It resembled a telegram rather
than the naive, diffusive style of the ancient epics.
I also had my opinion on the sociological side of
the question, that is to say, the description of what
was alleged to be an ancient social order. But the
decisive point was the grammar and the absolute
refutation furnished from reliable sources, such as
the Russian folk-song which I have just mentioned.
At the time of the forgery this song existed in a
Russian collection which was known in Prague. It
angered me to think that we should make a false
parade of ourselves; it just made me angry. Our
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